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camp season on record, affecting the 
normally booming tourist, �shing, and 
out�tting industry (worth more than $10M 
annually) in White Sulphur Springs and 
surrounding communities. Around Twin 
Bridges, the parched lower Ruby was the 
�rst river in the state to go under �shing 
restrictions, a full closure on May 14 
followed by Hoot Owl closures on many 
sections of the Big Hole, Beaverhead, 
and the length of the Jefferson River on 
June 28. Many, if not all of our partners; 
�shermen who make up MTU chapters and 
membership, watershed groups, state and 
federal agencies, and agricultural producers 
are feeling the stress of the drought while 
working together to mitigate the most 
severe impacts.  

Unlike the droughts of ’88, ‘94 and the 
early-2000s, we have more tools to soften 
the sharp edge of drought. Most notably, 
many chronically dewatered basins across 
the state have drought management plans 
(DMP) that arose from those drought 
cycles. While far from perfect, they are a 
vehicle for open and honest communication 
amongst a diverse group of stakeholders. I 
assist the Jefferson River Watershed Council 
with its DMP. In June, I made initial calls 
to the four canal companies that rely on 
irrigation water from the Jefferson and its 
tributaries. Their participation is critical to 
keep the river from drying up, as it did in 
1988. On July 15, I started hosting weekly 
drought meetings for water users and 
concerned citizens in Whitehall. This will 
continue until conditions improve. Through 
these efforts, water users are sharing the 
sacri�ces necessary to ensure that the 
Jefferson maintains minimum, emergency-
level �ows for the health of the river and 
�shery.

In the Upper Big Hole, the Arctic Grayling 
Candidate Conservation Agreement with 
Assurances (CCAA) management team, 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks, U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service, and MT Department of Natural 
Resources, coordinate with landowners 
who participate in the program to protect 
grayling through voluntary habitat 
restoration, grazing management plans, 
and water ef�ciency projects. In extremely 
dry years like this, the CCAA is pushed 

to its limits, when ranches not enrolled 
in the CCAA program continue to divert 
sacri�ced water. We are continuing to 
advocate for policies that protect instream 
�ow for CCAA enrollees who voluntarily 
forgo their water rights for that purpose. 

Across the greater Jefferson drainage, multi-
stakeholder work is happening because of 
collaboration, a social compact that came 
about because so many people recognize 
the importance of protecting the most basic 
thing about a river: it continues to �ow. 
Other great examples exist in Montana, 
like in the Blackfoot. These DMPs can 
and should be developed where they don’t 
currently exist. This summer is yet another 
harsh reminder of this need. Montana’s 
coldwater streams and rivers are the pride 
of our state. As conservationists and 
anglers, MTU shares the concerns about 
drought with everyone who depends on 
water for their livelihood or enjoyment. As 
we work to protect �ows through tools like 
DMPs where they exist this summer, we 
will also continue to help build those tools 
where they don’t and would be bene�cial. 
This won’t be the last dry summer we 
experience, but working together can and 
does make a difference.  
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Chapter News

BITTERROOT CHAPTER #080
David Ward, Hamilton   

dward451@comcast.net
www.bitterroottu.org

BIG BLACKFOOT CHAPTER #544
Jim Stutzman, Missoula
stutz292@hotmail.com

www.bbctu.org  

FLATHEAD VALLEY CHAPTER #085
www.flatheadtu.org

GEORGE GRANT CHAPTER #183
Forrest Jay, Anaconda
president@ggtu.org

www.georgegranttu.org 

JOE BROOKS CHAPTER #025
Matt Swann, Livingston

swannmatt@yahoo.com
www.joebrookstu.org

KOOTENAI VALLEY CHAPTER #683
Mike Rooney, Libby

kootfish@yahoo.com

CHUCK ROBBINS CHAPTER #656
Brian Wheeler, Dillon
bweel00@gmail.com

www.lctu.org

MADISON-GALLATIN CHAPTER #024
Mark Peterson , Bozeman

mgtroutunlimited@gmail.com
  www.mgtu.org

MAGIC CITY FLY FISHERS #582
Lyle Courtnage, Billings  896-1824

lyle.courtnage@gmail.com
www.mcffonline.org

MISSOURI RIVER FLYFISHERS 
Bob Warneke, Great Falls

www.mirrouririverflyfishers.org

PAT BARNES-MISSOURI RIVER 
CHAPTER #055

Shalon Hastings, Helena
patbarnestu@gmail.com
  www.patbarnestu.org

SNOWY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER #610
Mike Chapman, Lewistown

bmchap@midrivers.com  

WESTSLOPE CHAPTER #056
Mark Kuipers, Missoula

westslopechaptertu@gmail.com
www.westslope-trout.org

MONTANA TROUT UNLIMITED
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Stillwater River and several tributaries. The 
goal of the project is to initiate baseline 
research for future use to determine how 
various recreation, development and 
agriculture use affect the river. In addition 
to funding, MCFF also plans on dedicat-
ing time to join SWDC in completing the 
on-water research as well as other joint 
Stillwater River projects. 

Missouri River Fly Fishers
Missouri River Flyfishers are partnering 
with several organizations to host a Missouri 
River Cleanup – Bashin’ Trash on August 
21 to remove trash from the river, parks, 
and trails from Helena to Great Falls and at 
the Missouri Breaks Monument. Sign up to 
volunteer, sponsor, or adopt a reach at www.
sunriverwatershed.org/bashin-trash. MRF 
will have more volunteer opportunities so 
be sure to follow us on Facebook. See our 
ad on page 2!

Snowy Mountain Chapter 
The Chapter partered with MTU to host 
the first-ever TU youth flyfishing clinic in 
Lewistown on June 13 on Big Spring Creek! 
The event received great coverage in the 
local paper, was well attended, and all of the 
campers took home a new fishing rod and 
reel. Thank you to the many donors, volun-
teers, and community members who made 
the clinic a success. All the kids had a great 
day and we can’t wait to to host another 
one next summer!

Westslope Chapter
The WestSlope Chapter hosted a Warriors 
and Quiet Waters volunteer group on a TU 
restoration project in the Ninemile. It was a 
great way to connect with these heroes and 
plug them in to our work on the ground. 
The Chapter also participated in an MTU 
Youth Day clinic with GGTU that was a 
great success. Thanks to the generosity of 
the Ranch at Rock Creek for their hospi-
tality and hosting the event. We also held 
wader safety clinic and tabled a booth at the 
Montana Fly Fishing Film Festival where we 
recruited new members and sold WSCTU 
Logo merchandise. The conservation proj-
ects we funded are in high gear and getting 
done. We’re looking foward to another great 
fall and winter of monthly meetings. Stay 
tuned!

Bitterroot Chapter                                        
The Chapter held a successful Youth Con-
servation Clinic on July 10. Sitting under 
the BRTU canopy, the participants learned 
what trout eat, how to “read” a stream to 
find fish, and how Trout Unlimited works 
to conserve, protect and restore Montana’s 
cold-water fisheries. They were introduced 
to fly casting and tackle and also learned 
the skills of knot tying, fly selection, fly line 
management, how to look for bugs, water 
safety, and how to land and safely release 
fish. The day ended with some time on the 
water with rod in hand along the naturally 
eroding bank of the river adjacent to the 
park. The kids all had a great time and 
we are already discussing a repeat for next 
summer. Thanks to all the volunteers for 
their help!

George Grant Chapter
GGTU has been off for the summer but 
has still been busy and engaged, assisting 
with the Rock Creek Youth Clinic and 
other projects. The chapter approved fund-
ing for the Andrus Creek (tributary to the 
Bighole) Fish Barrier project for native fish 
restoration as well as a macroinvertebrate 
study on the Bighole to evaluate changes 
to insect densities and presence since the 
last study 10 years ago.  Chapter represen-
tatives have also been attending meetings 
to discuss fishing regulation changes re-
lated to the decline of brown trout in many 
streams in Southwest Montana.

Madison-Gallatin Chapter
MGTU hosted a conservation youth clinic 
with MTU on July 16 at the Glen Lake 
Pavillion. Despite the smoke and heat, 
we still had a great time learning about 
conservation, aquatic insects, fly casting, 
fighting fish and more. One of our lucky 
anglers even took home a new fly rod and 
reel thanks to the chapter. Several campers 
were excited to learn about MTU’ Youth 
Conservation Camp and are hoping to 
attend next summer. 

Magic City Flyfishers  
Magic City Fly Fishers, Billings TU Chap-
ter, received a $5,000 MTU minigrant 
that is assisting the Stillwater Watershed 
District Council kick off a multi-year water 
quality testing and research project on the 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
TROUT LINETROUT LINE

Please contact the Missoula office at 406-543-0054 or info@montanatu.org to get the word out through Montana TU.
WANT 4,000 MONTANA TU MEMBERS TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR EVENT? www.facebook.com/

montanatu

www.montanatu.org

SUMMER
2021

MTU State Council Meeting

8/21/21 Bashin’ Trash Missouri River Clean Up
Helena to the Breaks

@montanatroutunlimited

Summer 20218

Montana Council of Trout Unlimited

9/25/21


